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agreement.

The six peace principles

r b

1. Genuine desire to make a lasting peace.

2.  Commitment to peace agreements.

3. Abstaining from taking unfair advantages from the peace

4. Not to put burdens on local people.

5. Strict adherence to existing laws.

6. Cooperation in democratic reform processes based on
the 2008 State Constitution, Our Three Main National

Causes, and the essence of democracy.
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Yangon March 2

Yangon Heritage Trust marked
St Paul High School as its 17® Yan-
gon heritage by erecting the blue
plague at the building now housing
the No.6 Basic Education High
School of Botahtaung Township
at the corner of Anawrahta and
Theinbyu roads.

“The school has an honourable
history in the educational sector
of Yangon. Since its establishment
5t Paul had been included in the
top-notch schools of Myanmar.
I am happy as it has been marked
as a heritage. Most people see
old building of Yangon centre as
the colonialist legacy. In reality,
these buildings were the places
where anti-colonialism thoughts
and activities and future visions
of the new generation were bormn.
We are not conserving 5t Paul as
a colonial building, but as one of
the places that contributed to the
emergence of modern Myanmar,”
said Dr. Thant Myt Oo, founder
and president of Yangon Heritage

St Paul is a significant symbol of
the famous 19" century mission-

DAILY EDITION

ary work.
A blue plaque 1s a permanent

sign installed in a public place in

mail:mwdpress@hotmail.co.uk

St Paul High School gets blue plaque marking it as Yangon’s 17% heritage

.t*

the United Kingdom and elsewhere
to commemorate a link between

that location and a famous person

or event, serving as a historiecal
marker.

Chan Chan Ko

Myanmar fruits and
vegetables available
in Singapore
Yangon March 2

Fruits and vegetables produced
in Myanmar are available at fifteen
Cold Storage supermarkets in Sin-
gapore as from | March, according
to the Myanmar Golden Produce
{MGP).

"Those supermarkets are selling
chip peas, egg plants, lady fingers,
chillies, aubergines, cucumbers and
s0 on from Myanmar. Myanmar
fruits and vegetables can be found
at their separate counters," said an
official of MGP.

"We had to take about four months
to sell those agricultural products
in Singapore. First, we had to give
them the samples. Previously, we just
exported mangoes and muskmelons.
We also wanted to export fruits and
vegetables. As we have demand es-
pecially from expatriate Myanmars,
we implement the scheme to sell our
fruits and vegetables in the island
state," said the responsible person.

Cold Storage supermarket has 48
branches in total across Singapore
and about 80 percent of fruits and
vegetables can be sold successfully

447

there at present.
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3MDG will put 50 rural health centres under care
Health and Sports Ministry

Yengon March 2

The Three Millennium Deve-
lopment Goal Fund — 3MDG
will hand over 50 rural health
promotion centres to the Mini-
stry of Health and Sports next
month.

IMDG that 15 helping reduce
child mortality rate, promoting
maternal health and combating

HIV,
provided USD 12 million in runn-

tuberculosis and malana

ing 82 centres all across the coun-
try.

The May transfer list includes
17 in Sagaing Region, nine in sou-
thern Shan State, four in eastern
Shan State, four in northemn Shan
State, six in Kayah State, five in Chin
State, three in Yangon Region and

two in Mandalay Region.

Up to now, 3MDG has already
put 17 centres in Magway Region
and 15 in Ayeyawady Region under
the ministry.

Each rural health centre has its
own delivery room. emergency
room, waiting room, patient care
ward, water tanks, holes for bury-
ing afterbirth and burning used

of hazardous stuff, staff’ quarters
drug store and solar-powered
emergency electricity generation
system.

Matemnal, infant and child care
is the main function of the centres.
Based on the size, each centre can
conduct medical check on up to 50
people every day.

447

Effective measures to be taken against illegal flow

of counterfeit goods and illegal trade

Yangon March 2

According to the Department of
Food and Drug Administration-
FDA 1t will take effective measures
against illegal flow of counterfeit
goods and illegal trade in Myan-
TIAT.

FDA also said that these mea-
sures were aimed at ensuring a
secure and safe public life while
assuring nationwide commodity

analyses and checks and market
surveillances in effectively curbing
the spread of hazardous and harm-
ful foodstuff and drugs in the local
markets.

“We will severely punish anyone
connected with the illegal flow of
counterfeit goods,” said Union
Minister for Health and Sports Dr
Myint Hiwe.

Vice-chairman U Thein Han

www.facebook.com/themyawadydaily

of Union of Myanmar Federation
of Chambers of Commerce and
Industry assured protection for
honest distributors who are facing
false complaints made against them
by illegal businesses, suggesting
the adoption of laws protecting
consumers, trademarks and food-
stuff.

According to the Ministry of
Planning and Finance, illegal trading

the main source of illegal goods
must be curbed.

Monthly indicator on goods
must be 1ssued in exposing the
chemically faked goods and ingre-
dients of mixed oils in the market.

Moreover, training courses and
public awareness courses will be
conducted in cooperation with
private organizations.

443
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Modern security devices to be installed at Shwedagon

B -

Palorims seen on the s}jﬁfﬁ?&"‘:ﬁgﬁ&éﬁﬁweﬂﬁguﬁ- Pagodas
i T e R L el e T

Yangon March 2
Modern security equipment
will be installed at the Shwedagon
within six months to heighten the
pagoda’s safety measures, Union

E ‘ } / 4 ‘
<>

Minister for Religious Affairs and

Culture Thura U Aung Ko told the

media on 28 February.

While answering a media ques-
tion, the Union minister said,

-
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“The pagoda board of trustees is

discussing with the experts from
Japan, France and Italy to buy
modemn inspection equipment for
the safety of the pagoda.”

“Experts from Japan, France
and Italy will come here in March
for the second ime to set up modern
security equipment. They will give
advices for the full security of the
pagoda after meeting with the
pagoda board of trustees and the
experts in the country,” said the
Union Minister.

“Based on their advices, nece-
ssary electronic equipment will
be bought. Therefore, the security
equipment can be fixed within three
to six months,” he added.

At present, the processes to
install day/might lighting system,
security cameras and advan-
ced screening system are being
carried out for the safety of the
pagoda and the money for the pro-
jeect will come from the donations
of local and foreign visitors,” he
said.

Aung

Inle locals
call for
construction
of new jetty

Yangon March 2

Local and social organiza-
tions from Inle region have called
on the government to develop a jetty
project as vessels are facing diffi-
culties in Nyuangshwe Township
which sees a massive influx of
tourists.

Tourists have to mainly use
vessels to visit floating villages
on the Inle Lake. Now the autho-
rity is carrying out the dredging
of waterways and the construct-
ion of retaining walls as the water
level of the Inle Lake becomes
low.

“We see accidents frequently.
We have suggested that the new
jetty should be built on the western
bank of Inle Lake, about three miles
of Nyaungshwe Township. Upon
completion, it will help support
tours and tomato exports,” said
an official from the Save The
Inle Lake.

There are 35 village-tracts,
eight wards and 445 villages in
Inle region. Thanks to it, the au-
thority can tackle traffic jam pro-
blems.

447
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Green light for imports of used machines

Yangon March 2

With the aim of helping support
the establishment of industries. the
Minstry of Commree said it will
continue allowing the imports of
second-hand machines this year.

The ministry will allow the
importation of used matenals via
sea routes. The procedures adopted
by the ministry also take into
consideration not to occur about

huge piles of unnecessary machines,
environmental degradation and pro-
duction capacity.

Entrepreneurs are to import used
machines along with the documents
describing full specifications and
the recommendations of the Indu-
strial Supervision and Inspection
Department.

The department will check whe-
ther or not imported machines are

to meet the specifications described
in the licence applications. Action
will be taken against importers who
fail to abide by the rules.

Since 2015, the government
has been allowing the imports of
used machines to help develop Smll
and Medium-sized Industries and
enable them to reduce investment
Costs.

Chen Chan Ko

Measles
outbreaks

reported in 40
townships of
Yangon

Yangon March 2

An official of the Public Health
Department under the Ministry of
Health and Sports said the out-
breaks of measles are reported in
40 out of 44 townships in Yangon
and it is taking preventive measures
against measles.

Hlaingthaya, Insein, Kyimy-
indine, Thaketa and Twantay have
seen an epidemic of measles. Inan
attempt to control measles outbre-
aks, the department is implement-
ing immunization program in the
five affected townships.

The department will cooperate
with medical experts from the
WHO to control measles. From 6
to 20+ February, 411,666 children
aged between nine months and
15 years were vaccinated against
measles.

The department is working to
cover the immunization program
nationwide. The move aims to control
the recent outbreaks of measles.
Currently, efforts are being made to
include om the list of measles-free

Soe Moe

countries.

US dollar price to be fixed based on daily interbank market rate

Yengon March 2
The Central Bank of Myanmar

will fix the exchange rate of US
dollar based on the daily prices of
the commercial banks, according
to its senior official.

Interbank market rate will be
implemented with the technical
assistance of the International
Monetary Fund.

“Previously, there were price
gaps between the market price of
the money changers and the market
price of the private banks. Also,
there were price differences be-
tween the prevailing price of the
banks and the central bank. The
Central Bank of Myanmar will
not fix the exchange rate and it
will announce the price of the
US dollar based on the interbank
market rate. Hence, there may not
be price gap in the market,” said a
senior official of the Central Bank
of Myanmar.

“(The officials) are trying to
define the real market price of US

Themms

dollar as there were huge price
gap between the exchange rate
defined by the central bank and the
market price in the previous time.
As a result, there were difficulties
to operate banking systems.” he
explained.

“As the current financial mar-
ket in the country is not in a stable
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condition, the country still needs
controlled exchange rate fixed by
the Central Bank of Myanmar,”
advised U Than Lwin, a senior
advisor of Kanbawza Bank.

“The development of the fina-
ncial market should be studied
if the price of US dollar is fixed

based on the interbank market

rate. There will be some difficulties
to implement the market price,” he
explained.

Interbank transactions are
switched to electronic platform
as from | Januwary 2017, accord-
ing to the Central Bank of Myan-
IMar.

Aung
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Eight-year-old boy
and family shot dead
in restive Thai south

Bangkok March 2

An eight-year-old boy and three
relatives were shot dead on their way
to school in Thailand's insurgency-
tom south on Thursday, authorities
said, casting a pall over recent peace
talk gains.

Thailand's southern tip has fester-
ed with violence for over a decade as
Malay-Muslim rebels wage a rebellion
against the Buddhist-majority state.

At least 6,800 people -- mostly
civilians -- have been killed in att-
acks that have seen both sides
accused of nghts abuses.

Early Thursday two gunmen
opened fire on the pick-up truck of a
local official who was driving his
som to school in Narathiwat province,
police and a military spokesmen said.

The deputy village headman's
wife and sister-in-law were also
in the car with all four killed in the
ambush. Two other people were
also in the vehicle but survived
the attack.

"It's likely the work of militants
trying to incite unrest,” Colonel
Ruangsak Buadaeng, commander
of Ruso district police station, told
AFP.

Rebels routinely target local
officials, public school teachers
and other perceived collaborators
with the Thai state.

The attack comes two days after
the Thai army and rebel negotiators
agreed to create a safety zone in
the region.

The agreement was the first of its
kind in talks between the two sides
that have staggered on for years but
failed to produce concrete results.

But analysts have been quick
to caution that the measure carries
little weight without the support
of the BRN faction that provides
most of the active rebel fighters
on the ground.

BRN militants have routinely
staged attacks timed to discredit
meets between the army and Mara
Patani, the group that claims to
represent the shadowy insurgent
network at the negotiating table.

"l don't see this announcement
as a major breakthrough." Don
Pathan, a Thai analyst based in the
restive region, said of the safety
Zone agreement.

"M ara Patani doesn't have comme-
and-and-control over the insurgents
on the ground,” he added.

In a statement Mara Patani said
it was "saddened" by Thursday's
killings, adding it was committed
to resolving the southern conflict
"through peaceful political dia-
AFP

"
logue".
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Russian jets mistakenly bomb US-
backed forces in Syria: US

mmwmmmwmmmmu;ﬂmmum

forcea remaining were jihadists.
Washington March 2

Russian warplanes bombed
US-backed fighters in several
small villages in northern Syria
after they mistakenly thought Isla-
mic State group forces were in the
area, a US general said Wednes-
day.

Army Lieutenant General Ste-
phen Townsend said Russian and
Syrian regime aircraft attacked
the villages to the south and east
of Al-Bab in Aleppo province on
Tuesday. resulting in an unspecified
number of casualties.

The Russians apparently had
observed Islamic State fighters
moving from the area and wrongly
assumed that other forces remain-
ing were jihadists.

"We had some Russian aircraft
and regime aircraft bomb some
villages that [ believe they thought
were held by ISIS, yet... actually on

the ground were some of our Syrian
Armab Coalition forces,” Townsend
told reporters in a video call from
Baghdad, using another acronym
for the jihadists.

The SAC forms part of a broader
alliance called the Syrian Demo-
cratic Forees (SDF) comprising
Kurdish and other groups that the
United States has been training
and advising to lead the anti-1S
fight.

US troops operating less than
five kilometers (three miles) from
the villages observed the bombing
and communicated the error, which
was then passed to the Russians
through a "deconfliction" hotline
the two powers have established
to avoid mishaps.

"It became apparent that the
strikes were falling on some of
the Syrian coalition positions,”
Townsend said.

"Some quick calls were made
to our deconfliction channels and
the Russians acknowledged and
stopped bombing there.”

The Russian defense ministry
denied conducting air strikes but
confirmed communication through
the hotline.

"During these talks, the US Air
Force representative expressed
concern that Syrian and Russian
airplanes could inflict an uninten-
tioned strike on US-controlled
armed groups while camrying out
combat missions against (13) south
of Manbi),” the Russian ministry
said in a statement.

"This information was taken into
account by the Russian command.
Mot one strike was carried out
by Syrian or Russian aviation on
the districts pointed out by the
American side."

AFP

Elephants are insomniacs, sleeping
just 2 hours a night

Miami March 2

Elephants hardly ever sleep in
the wild, getting around two hours
of shut-eye per night and only in
the wee hours of the morning,
researchers said Wednesday.

The findings in the jounal PLOS
OMNME are based on two female
wild African elephants -- living in
Botswana's Chobe National Park
== who appear to sleep the least of
any known mammals to date.

Researchers fitted the elephants’
trunks with movement trackers,
similar to personal fitness monitors,
and their necks with GPS collars
complete with gyroscopes, and

followed their activities for 35
days.

"We reasoned that measuring
the activity of the trunk, the most
mobile and active appendage of
the elephant, would be crucial, mak-
ing the reasonable assumption that
if the trunk is still for five minutes
or more, the elephant 15 likely to
be asleep.” said researcher Paul
Manger, from the School of Anato-
mical Sciences at the University
of the Witwatersrand in South
Africa

They found that the elephants
slept only two hours per day on
average, usually sometime between
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2:00 am and 6:00 am.

Researchers said factors such
as temperature and humidity were
more likely than sunnse and sunset
to influence when elephants wemnt
to sleep.

The duo of matriarchs could
sleep either standing or lying down.
They tended to lie down to sleep
only every three or four days, and
then for only about an hour.

This pattern suggests that the
deep sleep, known as REM or the
rapid eye movement period of shum-
ber, is not something elephants
need to consolidate memories the

AFP

way humans do.

Malaysia
cancels N.Korea
visa-free deal
after Kim
murder: report

Kuala Lumpur March 2

Kuala Lumpur has cancelled a
visa=free travel deal with Pyongy=-
ang as a diplomatic spat deepens
over the assassination of the half-
brother of North Korea's leader, nati-
onal news agency Bernama reported
Thursday.

The government implemented the
change on the grounds of national
security, the Malaysian news agency
guoted the country’s deputy prime
minister Ahmad Zahid Hamidi as
saying.

The cancellation will take effect
on March 6, after which North
Koreans entering Malaysia will
be required to obtain a visa, the
report added.

Before the murder of Kim Jong-
Nam at Kuala Lumpur International
Airport on February 13, the two
countries enjoyed relatively warm
ties, with some bilateral trade and
citizens of both nations entitled to
travel to the other under a unique
reciprocal visa-free deal.

The cancellation comes after
members of the powerful ruling
party, the United Malays National
Organisation, held a protest outside
the North Korean embassy last week
and demanded Malaysia end the
free visa ruling.

Two female suspects in the attack,
Indonesian Siti Aisyah, 25, and
Doan Thi Huong, 28, from Vietnam,
were charged with murder on Wed-
nesday.

Malaysia has arrested one North
Korean and named several others
a3 suspects.

Seoul says the government of
MNorth Korean leader Kim Jong-
Un ordered the killing of Kim
Jong-Nam, who died after his face
was rubbed with a powerful nerve
agent, and engaged two outsiders
to carry it out.

The spectacular killing sparked
an international probe and lurid
stories of Pyongyang's Cold War-
style tradecraft.

Morth Korea, which has not
acknowledged the dead man's
identity, has vehemently protested
the investigation, saying Malaysia
15 In cahoots with its enemies.

Malaysia had already recalled
its envoy to Pyongyang and also
summoned the North Korean
ambassador to Kuala Lumpur.

AFP
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Another reason to get 8 hours sleep each

night: Those who get too much or too little
are at risk of being OBESE

» Researchers assessed the sleeping habits of more than 120,000 participants

» They found those with the obesity gene are most at risk from a poor night’s rest
» Sleeping for too much each night was linked to being around 91bs (4kg) heavier
* While not getting enough on a daily basis made people weigh 4.41bs (2kg) more

Make sure you get eight hours
of sleep each night.

Mew research has found that
not sticking to the recommended
amount of shut eye increases the
chances of being obese.

In fact, sleeping for either too
much or too little poses the same
threat on your waistline, scientists
claim.

And the risks of being overweigzht
are widely known, linked to heart
disease, type 2 diabetes and vanous
forms of cancer.

Researchers from the University
of Glasgow assessed the effects
of sleep in more than 120,000
participants.

It is believed to be the first
study of its kind to examine the
interactions of sleeping habits and
obesity genes.

Both long - more than nine
hours - and short - less than seven
hours - sleeps were looked at.

The findings were compared to
those who were deemed to have a

>.—-¢

Mot getting the right amount of shut eye increases the chances of being obese, experts claim.

normal sleeping pattern of between
seven and nine hours a night.

heavier, the study published in
American Journal of Clinical

Long sleepers with a nisk of Nutrition found.

obesity were around 91bs (dkg)

While short sleepers weighed

around 4.41bs (2kg) more than
those who had frequently had a
healthy might’s rest.

Mail Online

Philippines takes big step back towards death penalty

Manila March 2

Philippine President Rodrigo
Duterte's campaign to bring back
the death penalty for drug-related
crimes has cleared a major hurdle,
with supporters backing it in con-
gress but critics denouncing the
planned killings as "inhumane".

The death penalty bill, along
with a proposed measure to punish
children as young as nine as adult
criminals, are key planks of Duterte's
controversial drug war that has
already claimed more than 6,500
lives.

A majority of politicians in the
lower house of congress passed
a second reading of the bill on
Wednesday night, cleaning one of
the biggest obstacles in proponents’
plans to make the death penalty
legal by May.

21indd 1

A third and final reading still
needs to be held next week, although
with no more debates both sides
agree passage 1s a formality. Then
the Senate, which is similarly domi-
nated by Duterte's allies, would
pass a counterpart bill.

"We have hurdled the most
difficult part," congressman Rey-
naldo Umali, a sponsor of the bill,
told AFP.

Opponents voiced anger the
Philippines would bring back the
death penalty, 11 years after it was
revoked, highlighting among many
concemns a cormupt justice system
that would lead to innocent people
being executed.

"The decision 15 inhumane, sha-
meful and blatantly disrespectful,”
Father Jerome Secillano, executive
secretary for public affairs at the

Catholic Bishops' Conference of
the Philippines, said in a statement
sent to AFP.

The speaker of the house also
threatened to strip lawmakers of
committee leadership positions if
they voted against the bill.

"This is a chamber of puppets
and bullies." congressman Edcel
Lagman, a longtime opponent
of capital punishment, said after
his efforts to block the bill were
voted down.

The bill limits the death penalty
to drug-related crimes.

Possessing 500 grammes of
marijuana, or 10 grammes of cocaine,
heroin or ecstasy, would be crimes
punishable by execution, as would
manufacturing and selling drugs.

People who commit serious
crimes such as murder and rape

www.facebook.com/themyawadydaily

while under the influence of drugs
could also be executed.

However committing those cri-
mies without being under the influe-
nce of drugs would only be punish-
dble with jail terms.

The bill allows for execution
by hanging. firing squad or injec-
tion.

Duterte won presidential elect-
ions last year after pledging an
unprecedented campaign to eradi-
cate illegal drugs in society by
killing tens of thousands of people.

Since he took office in June,
police have reported killing more
than 2,550 people in the drug
crackdown, claiming all the deaths
were n self defence, while more
than 4,000 others have died in
unexplained circumstances.

AFP

Sweden to bring
back conscription,
says report

Stockholm March 2

Sweden announced Thursday
that it will reintroduce compulsory
military service starting this summser
to respond to global security challen-
ges including from Russia.

"The government wants a more
stable staff supply system and to
boost its military capability because
the securty situation has changed,”
Swedish Defence Minister Peter
Hultgvist told TT news agency.

The Scandinavian nation, which
has not seen armed conflict on 1ts
territory in two centuries, ended
conscription in 2010 after it was
deemed an unsatisfactory way of
meeting the needs of a modern amy.

Sweden's minonty government
on Thursday is set to introduce
to the parliament a bill to restore
conscription this summer for all
Swedes born after 1999. It will last
for 11 months.

The measure is expected to be
adopted by parliament, subject
to agreement between the leftist
government and the centre right
opposition.

Some 13,000 young Swedes
are expected to be mobilised from
July 1, but only 4,000 of them,
18-year-olds of both sexes, will be
selected for military service based
on motivation and skills.

They will be called up each vear
after January 1 2018.

"The new security situation is
also a reality, partly in the form
of Russian power politics which
has long been underestimated and
downplayed.”" Wilhelm Agrell, a
security expert at Lund University,
told AFP.

Sweden is not a NATO member
but has signed the body's Partner-
ship for Peace programme launched
in 1994 to develop military coopera=
tion between NATO and non-mem-
ber countries.

On defence issues, Sweden is very
close toits Finnish neighbour, which
has with Russia a border of 1,340
kilometres {800 miles).

The Nordic and Baltic region's
only non-aligned countries, Finland
and Sweden, have stepped up their
military cooperation with US, foll-
owing concerns over Russia's in-
creased military activity in northern
Europe.

Finland accused Moscow last
year of violating its airspace when
two Russian fighter jets flew on
separate occasions in the south of
the coastal town of Porvoo. The
incident raised alarm in Sweden.

AFP
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